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An Analysis of U.S.  
Sweet Potato  
Production,  

1980 through 2001 
by Charles Walker  

 

D uring the last 22 
years (1980 through 

2001),  the two states of 
CA and MS have been 
the big winners in terms 
of increasing their share 
of total production of U.
S. sweet potatoes.  Du r-
ing this period, U.S. pr o-
duction has ranged from 
a low of 1.0945 billion 
pounds in 1988 to a high 
of 1.4833 billion pounds 
in 1982. 
       In 1980, the four 
states of CA, LA, MS 
and NC accounted for 
75.8 percent of total pr o-
duction, while the other 
states accounted for 
24.2 percent.  In 2001, 
these same four states 
had increased their 
share  of  prod uction  to  
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C alendar year 2002 
has been an excel-

lent year for Potato 
Quality from all states 
supplying fresh and 
stored sweet potatoes to 
the Bright Harvest 
manufacturing facility in 
Clarksville, AR.  Al-
though processed ton-
nage through October 
2002 is approximately 
equal to 2001, we are 
anticipating a significant 
increase in tonnage for 
the entire year. 
       The launch of a num-
ber of value added fro-
zen   sweet   potato   pro- 
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A t its mid-year Board Meet-
ing in Washington, DC 

this past June 24, the Sweet 
Potato Council expressed con-
cern about the prospective 
carryover, or surplus, of 2001 
sweet potato volume still in 
storage.  Therefore, there was 
unanimous consensus among 
all Board Members present that 

the Council should ask USDA 
for help in removing some of 
the surplus from the market. 
[Note: The Council had already 
scheduled a joint meeting for 
the next morning  with  USDA  
officials from both the Food & 
Nutrition Service and the Agri-
cultural Marketing  Service]. 
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Sweet Potato Council Convinces  
USDA to Purchase Sweet Potatoes  

by Charles Walker, Editor and Executive Secretary 

Developing and Marketing 
Value-Added Sweet  
Potato Products 

 

by Donald J. Kerr , 
Chairman, 

Bright Harvest Sweet Potato Co. 
Clarks ville, AR  

A s I write this message, 
we are only 65 days 

from our 2003 Council meet-
ing.  The meeting will be 
held in Myrtle Beach, SC.  
The North Carolina Sweet 
Potato Commission is plan-
ning an interesting and fun 
convention.  I hope to see all 
of you there. 
       This newsletter is the sec-
ond that our Executive Sec-
retary has published and 
hopefully it will continue to 
be published in the future. 
       The Sweet Potato Coun-
cil has made big strides in 
the last 12 months.  The big 
accomplishment was the 
USDA purchase.  While the 
purchase might not have 
been carried out to every-

one’s satisfaction, we accom-
plished something as a na-
tional group.  This should be 
rewarding to all of us who 
have tried for so long to get 
this organization into gear.  
Now that we are moving, 
let’s keep working together 
and move our Industry to a 
higher level. 
      In all areas of production, 
harvest is coming to an end.  
According to reports, the 
yields might not have been 
what we wanted.  As we go 
into our 2002-03 marketing 
season, we should strive to 
get good returns for what 
potatoes we have in storage. 
      Let’s work together and 
move forward!  See you in 
Myrtle Beach. l  

The President’s Message  
by Kendall Hill , Kinston, NC 

Get Ready for the  
Sweet Potato Convention 

   
 

T he 2003 Sweet Potato 
Convention is being spon-

sored by the N.C. Sweet Po-
tato Commission and will take 
place  January 26—28,  2003.   
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Arriaga Decision Has Broader  
Implication for Ag Employers 
  

“A   September 11 Elev-
enth Circuit Court of 

Appeals decision (Arriaga v. 
Pacific Farms) in which the 
Court ruled that agricultural 
employers are responsible for 
paying  certain  travel and visa  
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T he Sweet Potato Council meets with USDA.  Pictured left to right, around the t a-
ble from the bottom, are: Council Directors Ray Poret, LA; Bill Penry, AL; and J.

R. Penick, MS (backs to camera) ; Susan Proden, AMS; Janice Fitzgerald, FNS; Eric 
Forman, AMS; A.J. Yates, AMS Administrator; Laurie Wood, NC Dept. of Agriculture; 
Sue Johnson -Langdon, NC; Bryce Malone, LA; a USDA staffer; Kendall Hill, Council 
President, NC; & Norm Brown, Council Director, NC.  Not pictured, but in attendance , 
Ms. Susan Bush of Liberty Marketers.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
To All Our Nation’s Sweet Potato Growers 


